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country was looking for a measure of parliamentary
reform, though they acknowledged that they were not
themselves prepared, on behalf of the Opposition, to
introduce a measure dealing with the question. In
reply to Grey the duke declared against all parlia-
mentary reform in a speech which was long remembered
against him. "I am fully convinced," he said, "that
the country possesses at this moment a legislature which
answers all the good purposes of legislation, and this to
a greater degree than any legislature ever has answered
in any country whatever. ... If at the present
moment I had imposed upon me the duty of forming
a legislature for any country, and particularly for a
country like this, in possession of great property of
various descriptions, I do not mean to assert that I
would form such a legislature as we possess now, for
the nature of man was incapable of reaching it at once;
but my great endeavour would be to form some descrip-
tion of legislature which would produce the same results."
Under these circumstances the duke added not only
that he was not prepared to propose a measure of reform,
but that so long as he was a minister he would resist
such measures when brought forward by others. " You
have announced the fall of your Government," said a
colleague to him as he sat down.
In the House of Commons Brougham, without wait-
ing for the debate on the Address, gave notice that on
16th November he would move a resolution in favour
of parliamentary reform. Before the day came, however,
an unexpected occurrence had sealed the fate of the
Ministry. The king had accepted an invitation to dine
at the Guildhall on Lord Mayor's Day. The Lord Mayor
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